[image: image2.png]O NRCS

Natural Resources
Conservation Service



                       Tanana River Flood

                      Plain Easement Program

Fact Sheet

August 2004

__________________________________________________________________________________________________


Overview
The Pile Driver Slough area, located in the Fairbanks North Star Borough, approximately 30 miles south of Fairbanks, Alaska, experiences annual flooding associated with the Tanana River.  The area contains approximately 162 properties consisting of permanent dwellings, seasonal cabins, and other associated structures that are affected by the annual flood events.  Residents of the area are seeking financial and technical assistance from the USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to alleviate damages associated with the Tanana River flooding.  The USDA-NRCS is preparing to implement a voluntary Floodplain Easement Program to restore and enhance the floodplain’s functions and values while helping landowners relocate to avoid future damages.
Proposed Land Eligibility

NRCS may purchase easements on any floodplain lands that have been impaired within the last 12 months or that have a history of repeated flooding (i.e., flooded at least two times during the past 10 years).  Applications will be prioritized based on established priorities (floodplain hazard zones) and additional application ranking criteria.  Local input will be utilized to establish hazard zones and application ranking criteria.  Landowner applications for the program will be accepted during 45-day sign-up periods announced 30 days in advance.

Proposed Application Process

· Sign-up will be announced 30 days in advance.  Sign-up period will be 45-days in duration.
· Damage Survey Reports (DSR’s) will be completed for all eligible applications.  DSR’s will estimate application costs, describe potential environmental and social impacts, and determine the potential for hazardous waste material present on the offered acreage.  If hazardous waste material is present, a Phase I Environmental Assessment may be required to determine severity and extent.

· Applications will be prioritized based on previously established hazard zones and other ranking criteria such as distance from active stream-bank, permanent residence or seasonal dwelling present, and length of active stream-bank on offered acreage.

· Applicants that are accepted will be notified by NRCS to determine if they want to continue with the process.

· Appraisers will be assigned to determine the fair market value of the property.

· NRCS will make an offer to purchase the easement at the fair market value.
· If owner accepts offer, property surveys and title searches will be completed.

· Easements purchased will be recorded on the owner’s title.
Proposed Easement Payments

Under the floodplain easement option, a landowner voluntarily offers to sell to  NRCS a permanent conservation easement that provides NRCS with the full authority to restore and enhance the floodplain’s functions and values.  In exchange, a landowner will receive one of the two following values as an easement payment: (i) an amount based on the fair market value as determined by a market appraisal analysis plus costs associated with the demolition of the permanent residence or (ii) an amount based on the fair market value plus a lump sum payment associated with the relocation of a primary residence.  NRCS will contract for all costs associated with the appraisal, legal survey, and closing agent activities.  All payments will be made to the landowner in one lump sum including demolition or relocation of primary residence.

Proposed Landowner Use

Landowners retain several rights to the property including quiet enjoyment, the right to control public access, and the right to undeveloped recreational use such as hunting and fishing.  At any time, a landowner may obtain authorization from NRCS to engage in other activities, provided that NRCS determines it will further the protection and enhancement of the easement’s floodplain functions and values. These compatible uses may include managed timber harvest, periodic haying, or grazing.  NRCS determines the amount, method, timing, intensity, and duration of any compatible use that might be authorized.  While a landowner can realize economic returns from an activity allowed for on the easement area, a landowner is not assured of any specific level or frequency of such use,  and the authorization does not vest any right of any kind to the landowner.  Cropping is not authorized and haying or grazing would not be authorized as a compatible use on lands that are being restored to woody vegetation.

For More Information

If you need more information about this program, please contact the Delta Junction Field Office or the Salcha-Delta Conservation District at (907) 895-4241.
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